S® The answer is simple. All “Yom Tovim” (holidaysjre mentioned in
Torah Sh'Biksav (the written Bible — or the Holy itirgs) except
Chanukah. Chanukah took place at a time when “Ni¥arophecy) was

To: parsha@parsha.net already absent — There were no more prophetshir etords, there is no
From: cshulman@gmail.com biblical text (such as Chumash, Tanach - Neviint Ksuvim). Esther
prevailed in her arguments that the megilah shbalthcorporated into the

INTERNET PARSHA SHEET biblical text. All we know of the “text” of Chanukais merely found in
ONMIKEITZ — CHANUKA I ) Torah Sh’Bal Peh” the oral-traditional law (mislistaGemoro). Gemoro

asks “Mai Chanukah” — where is the text that au#ssror constitutes it
as a “Yom Tov". Where is the text? The answer iotls Tacos” — we
get the authority from “Esther”. However, the twolitiays are similar in

5767

In our 12th cycle. To receive this parsha sheetodutp://www.parsha.net and click f " .
Subscribe or send a blank e-mail to subscribe@aarsh Please also copy me at that we are obliged to publicize the miracle. The af Chanukah and

cshulman@gmail.com A complete archive of previssses is now available at ~ PUrim, however, differ radically. Purim is limitéd one act — namely the
http:/Aww.parsha.net It is also fully searchable reading of Moguls Esther. It is standardized arddiand must be read by

all — sage, scholar and secular individual — noemer no less! There is

no difference such as “m’hadrim” or “min m’hadrirtZealously adhered to
This week's Internet Parsha Sheet is sponsored by: or super zealously adhered to). It is addressezliéoyone alike. If | add

something to the required text, I'd not accompésiything. If | read less, |
Avi Morris and familyAV131547 @aol.conof Brooklyn to commemorate nullify the mitzvah. As with Torah Sh’biksav (theritten Torah) any
the Yartzeit of his father z”l who was niftar on 27 Kislev 5754/1993 changes render it null and in this respect it réestKriya shma” (which

Shabbos Chanukah, Parshas Miketz, cannot be added to or subtracted from). The mitafathe Torah is “lo
sosifo Hadovor, v'lo sitorv” (you shall not add diminish). Again it is

and by likened to “Birchas Kohanim” (the priestly blessinghich cannot be
altered).

Joel & Carol HerskowitzZChanie & Howie Bryks, Sharon & Saul Tawil [N “pirsuma nissa” (publicizing the miracle) — ontradistinction to

HBryks@venturany.conto commemorate the sheloshim of their mother Purim, on Chanukah there is no text. It is ToratB&hPeh (Oral law). For

Thelma Herskowitz, Tova Leah bat Yitzchak Tzvi Hacohen a’h. whatever | do there is reward. For instance, if mels the Chumash and

does not understand a word, for the mere act oflilgahe has
To sponsor an issue (proceeds to Tzedaka) estailman@gmail.com  accomplished a mitzvah. Reading the Moguls Changkaich is found in
some prayer books) is absurd because there is iterwtext. It is not
applicable. On Chanukah, the “pirsuma nissa” — pheélicizing is not
through reading. It is through the naros (the ass)dDo Naros tell a story?
http:/613.0rg/rav/ravnotes2.html Actually, there was a period in history during petgions when candles
Rav Soloveitchik ZT'L Notes ( Volume 3) were used in windows to relate information to othews such as a Simcha

Notice These are unapproved unedited notes [6f2Rof classes given by — @ Wwedding taking place. One would see the caneles would
Rav Soloveitchik... (Rav Soloveitchik did NOT writhese notes.) Understand. That is the reason candles still aeel @ weddings. By
[Thanks to David Isaac for typing these notes] reciting the “P’sukim” immediately after lightinché candles “Hanaros

Lecture delivered by Rabbi Soloveitchikon Saturday night, DecemberH@lolu” we interpret the miracle. This is “imuddnh“sippur” — teaching

30,1978at Talner Synagogue on the Yahrzeit of the TalrestiRtzen z'l, not declaring. We interpret the miracle. It is aoteric act. We must
seventh day of Chanukah. understand that only Chanukah there is no limiwb@t a man can declare

Tonight, | shall read and interpret a few sec¢snfrom Rambam on — €an publicize. That which the scholar is capalbldoing is beyond the
Hilchos (laws) Chanukah. If you read the Rambamy yote striking gapabllltles_of the ord_lnary man. The pious e_xdbeobrdlnar)_/! There_ is no
resemblances to the prayer “Al Hanisism”. The Ramioeclares that the imit. What is “m’hadrin™? (the zeal or the actioha man). It is permissible
mitzvah of Chanukah is an exceedingly preciousvaliz One should be for one to light one candle. If one is not satifieith the basic structure of

particularly careful in order to make known, to fitibe the miracle and to Mitzvah and wants to express more gratitude, he peaform it (the
add and offer additional praise to the Alm-ghty fixe miracles He mitzvah) on three different levels or plateausolineone for instance lit the

performed. Even if a man has no food except thaeived through candle and forgot to say the “brocho” he would d@id,t“say it over the
Z'dakah (charity) he should beg for or sell a gamtéor oil for the second or third candle.” It can be one candle lfercor candles for all. On
Chanukah lamp. Maimonides declares that this nfitisaso precious that Chanukah, if we light one candle we get one rewfardadditional, we get

it falls into the identical category with wine f&habbos, “Arba Koses” (4 additional rewards. _ _ )
cups) for Pesach and the giving of “Shkolim” (Maies Hashekel) where NOt S0 the megilah! If we read it over se:/epadas we receive but one
also a man must borrow or sell something to perfalese above credit for one megilah. The rest is merely “kriakading. On Chanukah,

mentioned mitzvos. Again, Rambam declares it pusciand one should however, there is the average, the “m’hadrin” (hasith zeal) and
inform the people of the “nes” — the miracle. m’hadrin min m’hadrin (above and beyond). My graidér used to say

There is a formal question! The reading of MegiBsther is just as that th(_e hardest thing to tal_<e leave of duringahére year is the end of
important. Why didn’t Maimonides include the mithvin that selective YO Kippur — the end of nilah (when we recite Hasttgu Elokim). The
category. In fact, according to Rambam, when it waduced it was Same gpplle_s to Ch_anukah. We would like to Ilghnk:idxas_endlessly but_ itis
fashioned after “Kriyas megilah” — the reading betMegilah Esther. halachically impossible. This is what Rambam méiaat is a very precious
Purim preceded Chanukah by 200 years. We go totahdpree of miracle and we want to express our gratitude toAlheghty. It is precious
Maimonides: “It happened during Bais Sheni.” — tecond Temple. @1d we should offer additional praise to G-d. | enpour out my hear
Why did we have to be told? Why is the time fixachistory? Apparently, and thank Him. We want to experience the unlimitidsed which G-d

Rambam tried to introduce something new — sometwiagvouldn’t have Pouréd onto His people. It is determined by theabdiies of the
known. individual!
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Gemoro Shabbos says (B’ameh madlikin) certagveére interdicted on What should be the criterion? Both methods areecarSometimes, man is
Shabbos because they don’t burn well or have o@rLhanukah we can silent; sometimes G-d waits for man to take thiaiie.
use any kind. Still, it all depends on the sengitiof the individual all the The answer is: “It depends if people can surviighout intervention.”
way up to the purest “shem zais” (olive oil) be@ue fell the other is not Sometimes, it is painful and difficult but peoplancsurvive (example
beautiful enough. From the halachic point, all alkght. The “pirsuma milchemes Amalek). In Mitzraim, why did G-d “jumper the mountains™?
hanes” (publicizing the miracle) varies with theliindual. Interestingly, They were not there the 400 years told to Abraharfact, they were there
Gemoro says if | utiize the candle for profanesmes, no one will for less. He said, “if they remain there longegréhwill be nothing left.
recognize it as a miraculous purpose. Every Chanukalew should That is why He jumped over mountains. There simpas no time. If
discover something new which he didn’t know. It gkdoincrease our people still have heroic power and can endure tehwaits for them to
capabilities and our sensitivities. | should “dighd make an effort. come. “Lachatz” is pressure. “Either they will & free or no nation will
Interestingly, it is a mitzvah on several levelsnt® people demand morethere be.” Moshe said, “it is wonderful but the 4@@rs are not up!” G-d
and can digest more. It is comparable to “sipuzigstmitzraim” (relating answered, “they cannot wait.” There is either “géul- redemption or
the Egyptian exodus). We have “echod chochom -adbm - echod vanishing. This is what Rambam says - there waprager. We are told
sh’ayno y'dai lishol” - different capabilities amdentalities of children. It that the assimilation had penetrated the homdseakbhanim. Why did He
was made possible for us to relate the exodus eeraldevels from the bestow his chesed - His grace? Because it wadfaultlifor them to live.
child to the most learned. The reason there thedsuse the Haggadah isThey were not worthy of it but He bestowed chesed.
not a “kriyah” or biblical text but a “medrash”. \Wrever Torah Sh’Bal Peh
is involved, there is no limit. The “Geonim” (greabbis) excommunicated
those that thought they could merely recite Sedkbmyrah and Bo on Rabbi Yissocher Frand<ryfrand@torah.org> Dec 21, 2006 ryfrand @
Pesach. (This would be in contradistinction becahsa they would be torah.org, genesis@torah.org To: ravfrand@torgh.tiRavFrand” List -
introducing the written text of the Torah). Rabbi Frand on Parshas Miketz

The second problem.

The Rambam tries to convey to us something cteaistic not only of the  Pharaoh Delivers A Not So Subtle Reminder: | M#da Who You Are
religious persecution of the Hashmonayim but ohgés. At one level they After hearing Yosef's interpretation of his dreaPharaoh acknowledges:
(the enemy) told the people to violate the mitzvSHither you violate or “You are the wisest man in all of Egypt. You shadl over my house and
face martyrdom.” Secondly, they did not force tleevXo do anything but by your command shall all my people be sustained; the throne shall
they themselves violated and profaned the most ihefjtutions (the Bais outrank you.” [Bereshis 41:39-40] Then the verytneasuk [verse] says:
Mamikdash). In our time, it was comparable actignNazis who burned “Then Pharaoh said to Yosef, “See! | have placad igocharge of all the
the Torah before the eyes of the Jews or cut @aepiwith scissors. Theyland of Egypt.” [41:41]. What is this pasuk addingPat does it come to
defiled the Temple themselves. It was an expressiogontempt and teach us?
desecration of the basic institution. Both methadse employed. They | saw a very interesting insight from Rav ShalBohwadron. Normally,
forced the people to violate the laws also. Thagdd the individual to even the best of human beings feel the need tancepeople of the fact
abstain from Torah and Mitzvoth. It was an acteffahce against our faith that they have done them a favor. However, thedassreminds a person
and our Law. “I don't care for the Jew; I'll takevay his property.” It is of a favor he had done for him in the past, theaslde is to being angel-
contempt and disdain. They interfered with the deee of the individual like.
and displayed public contempt. If one defiles tle@pte by defiling that In Sefer Shoftim (Chapter 13 -- the Haftorah afdhas Nasso) we learn
which is holy to him, the Jewish people are comnedntb resist. They the story of the angel who appeared to Manoachh@dife announcing
enemy wants to show the world that the Jew is aacdvand will not the birth of their son, Shimson. After the longration when the angel first
defend. The Jew is only guilty of passiveness. TWiath precipitated the came to announce the birth to Mrs. Manoach and therangel's second
action of the Jews was that they offered the héadpig. This is what is appearance to repeat the message to Manoach hitheelNavi writes:
referred to in Hallel when we recite “Lo lonu Hashdo long L'shimeha” - “The Angel of Hashem did not continue anymore tpesw to Manoach
they don’t ask anything of us but they “desecratg’yYose Ben Yoezer's and his wife, then Manoach realized that he wasragel of Hashem.”
nephew was amongst the “reformists” when he wakttmlremove from [Shoftim 13:21] That was the proof! Had he beenuanan being, after
the Temple certain vessels, he did. When told tooke the menorah, he Shimshon was born, he would have returned and“shi® How is the
refused and was subsequently tortured. little boy?” He would somehow or another try to mechthe childless

lll. “Lachatzaynu” couple of his own role in their present great jogl dhe “debt they owe

There is something conspicuously missing in Ramlksmething which him” for the role he played.
seems puzzling. The Rambam does not mention pedyalt — that the The behavior of an angel is the far end of trecspm. We cannot aspire
Alm-ghty should have mercy upon them and defenanth@pparently, to be angels. But if we want to know the opposité ef the spectrum, the
there was no intercession at the time of Chanulka said that there was “zero” on the scale, it is right here in Parsha&é¥i: “Then Pharaoh said
no prayer in Yetzias Mitzraim, even though it sdyayizaku” (they to Yosef, ‘See! | have placed you in charge oftadl land of Egypt.” That
appealed). “Vayizaku” is not prayer but a shriekdorced by pain such asis what this pasuk is saying. Without subtletiestheut social grace,
any creature would emit if wounded or injured. Tikisshat Rambam saysPharaoh is clobbering it over his head: “Don’t feirg am the one who
that “vayizaku” means. It was an instinctive reawtiThe Rambam saysmade you who you are — always remember that!”
that “Hakodesh boruch hu” accepted it as prayendheugh it wasn't Even we may never reach the scale of the Angél-df nonetheless, we
prayer. He accepted it as such. In “Yetzias Mitafathe first prayer should not be Pharaohs either! When we do a pexdamor — get him a
recorded was at the Red Sea — not in Egypt itS&le prime question is: job, help him find a shidduch, give him a loan — it go looking for
“Does G-d help people in distress without prayerisothere no chesed gratitude. It is hard enough to be the recipiena éavor; we should avoid
(mercy) without prayer. Medrash raises the problEhe initiative must be constantly “rubbing it in”.
seized by the people. “You seize the initiative gad'll come close to G-d.

On the other hand, G-d often helps not only one wtays but one who A Thought For Chanukah
cannot help himself. The problem is, “Must initi@iby seized by man?”




When we recount the miracle in the text of “AdMissim,” we mention When Jews are “holding in learning” to that ext¢iney do not even have
the extraordinary, outstanding, victory: “the stjomere delivered into the to fight the battles. The “oskei Torasecha” (thed® occupy themselves

hands of the weak; the many into the hands ofahe’f in Torah) carried the day.
Normally, the many defeat the few and the strdefgat the weak. Here That was the miracle of Chanukah. That was thiet fof Yehoshua bin
the opposite occurred. That was all part of theafer. Nun in Yericho. That was the fight of Chizkiyahuaaigst Sancheriv. That

The rest of the text doesn't seem to be as Ithgicannected to the has been the story of every Jewish military vicfooyn time immemorial.
miracle of the victory: “Impure into the hands bé&tpure; wicked into the
hands of the righteous, and the wanton into diigetadents of your Transcribed by David Twersky; Seattle, WA DavidAdnaky@aol.com
Torah.” Why is that miraculous? What are the Merhef Great Assembly Technical Assistance by Dovid Hoffman; BaltimoreDMihoffman@torah.org
who enacted this text trying to tell us? These divrei Torah were adapted from the hashkaf#op of Rabbi Yissocher

; ; ; . ; Frand's Commuter Chavrusah Tapes on the weekljopoifape # 529, Ner
fC’[lhazaI arelz(”t rylng E('[)hexplaln thatt thtﬁ Vlﬁtorﬁme fS:I’hC;L? into thehh angs Chanukah: Where, When, and Other Issues. ape§or a complete catalogue can
0 e weak™ an € many Into the .an S 0 &vas achieved po orgered from the Yad Yechiel Institute, PO B 50wings Mills MD 21117-
through the fact that “the wanton are delivered thie hands of those whogs11. call (410) 358-0416 or e-mail tapes@yadyédhigor visit

are diligent students of your Torah.” The bottonelis that when there arehttp://www.yadyechiel.org/ for further informationRavFrand, Copyright © 2006
people who are sitting and learning, the army carvibtorious. Jewish by Rabbi Yissocher Frand and Torah.org. Torah.bhg: Judaism Site

armies do not win out of might or out of strengttoat of brains or greater http://www.torah.org/ Project Genesis, Inc. learn@torah.org 122 Slade
strategy or higher tech weapons. The final wortha the wanton are Avenue. Suite 250 (410) 602-1350 Baltimore, MD @8.2

given over to those who occupy themselves with yiarah.

This is the key to every military victory thawwkewill ever win. They will . )
win only and solely because of those who occupyntieves with your FTom: Halacha [halacha@yutorah.org] Sent:Decerh®e2006
Torah. This is the interpretation of the pasuk: &Toice is the voice of "e€kly Halacha Overview-

Yakov and the hands are the hands of Eisav’ [Be&e3i:22] “If the BY RABBI ‘]OSH_FL_UG )

young students chatter with their voices in Tordfen the Jews will be 1he Use of Electric Lights for Chanukah Lights _
untouchable and if not, they are vulnerable.” [YallShimoni Parshas In a previous issue, we discussed the hilatatus of incandescent
Toldos] bulbs. Acc_ordl_ng to many poskim, they_ are congde_a fire for the

This is the story of Jewish military history. THisst military battle the PUrPose of lighting Shabbat candles. In this |smcevylll discuss whether
Jewish people were engaged in when they first dantiretz Yisrael was ncandescent bulbs may be used for the purposégiutiny Chanukah
the Battle of Yericho [Jericho]. The night precagithat battle the Angel of Candles. Much of this discussion is based on éentents of R. Shiomo
G-d came to Yehoshua bin Nun appearing as a Gedefainous Gemara Z. Auerbach in his work Me’orei Eish, (Ch. 5) whiphmarily deals with
describes the dialog between the two. the halachic status of incandescent bulbs.

The Angel told him that he had neglected to offer afternoon Tamid Must the Lights Reflect the Miracle of ©0&? o
offering that evening and now he was neglectingaficstudy. Yehoshua It is yvell known th_at the mltzve_lh_ of lightj Chanuka_h lights is based
asked for which of the two sins, was the angeldsent to rebuke him and®" the miracle of the oil. As such, it is arguablat the mitzvah may only
was told that it was for the sin of Torah study laeg (‘Ata basi’ — be fuffilled with a light that is similar to theglits of the Menorah in the
concerning the current sin | have come). StraightawYehoshua tarried Beit HaMikdash. In fact, Maharal of Prague, Neftaviah, s.v. V'Katav
that night in the midst of the valley (ha-emek)’ehoshua 8:13]. Rav HaRosh, rule_s that one can only fqu|_II the mnz@t(:han_ukah lights with
Yochanan said this shows that he tarried in théhgeumkah) of halacha. Ol @nd not with wax, because the miracle wasigpaly with oil.

[Megilla 3a-b] R. Auerbach notes that while we don’t fallthe opinion of Maharal

Rav Eliyahu Lopian comments that the Angel apmirecame in the (see Sha’a_r HaTziun 673:4), we might still accégtﬁhndamental principle
wrong disguise. If he was coming to chastise fok kaf diligence in Torah that the mitzvah of Chanukah lights must be reflectf the miracle. We
study, he should not have come dressed like astanrgeneral. He shoulgCould still permit the use of wax candles by reasprihat wax is similar

have come dressed like a Rosh Yeshiva. Let him ainegsed in a Kapota €M0Ugh to oil. 'We could then state that in order something to be
long jacket worn by Roshei Yeshiva]! Generals di oriticize lack of considered similar enough to oil to be kosher ffigr initzvah of Chanukah

diligence in Torah study. That is the job of Rosteshiva. lights it must have a wick that draws from a fualize. If, for example,

Rav Lopian answers that the general's message“wa@nt to fight ©N€ lights a piece of wood, he would not fuffillettmitzvah of lighting
successfully. But in order for me to be a succésgéneral, | need the Chanukah Iig_hts because there is no wick drawiegdnd thus it does nqt
“troops” o be learning. “If you are not learninge will not be successful reflect the miracle of the oil. R. Auerbach therefasserts that electric
on the battlefield.” lights, which have no wicks that draw fuel, are wald for the mitzvah of
Jighting Chanukah lights.

R. Auerbach also posits that the mitzvalighiting Chanukah lights

At a different point in Jewish history, there wabattle where Senchere
King of Ashur laid siege on Jerusalem. Everyonésiael thought that it ) ) N
was a lost cause, but in the middle of the nightieaculous thing reauires an actua_l flame_. When the Torah descti_bemltzvah of lighting
happened. Without lifting a sword, the entire awhencherev was Wipedtr,‘e ,O'l n the Beit HaMikdash, the Torah (Bamidia?) USes the’term
out by an Angel of Hashem. The military victory washieved without °N@'alotcha, when you raise the candles, as opghde b’hadlakat'cha,
firing a shot. Why? when you light _the candles, Whlc_h implies that hma_tBelt HaM_lkda_lsh,

The Talmud explains [Sanhedrin 94b] that somethimat was unique there is a requirement for a rising flame. |If thtzvah of lighting
about Chizkiyahu's generation. The King had stuclsveord by the Chanukabh lights is supposed to reflect the mirticde occurred in the Beit
entrance of the Beis HaMedrash [Torah Study Ha#ii groclaimed: HaMikdash, an incandescent bulb, which does noetavising flame,
Whoever does not occupy themselves with Torah heillpierced by the Would be invalid for the mitzvah of lighting Chararklights. _
sword — Learn or face the sword. They investigdtetiveen Dan in the R. Eliezer Waldenberg, Tzitz Eliezer 1:20:Tlaims that we reject
North and Beer Sheva in the South and did not firgingle ignoramus. Maharal’s principle fundamentally. The fact thaeamay use oil, wax or
They checked between Givas and Antipras and catléind a boy or girl fat for the mitzvah is evidence that the mitzvaleslaot serve to replicate

man or woman who were not well versed in the (cémateld) laws of ritual the miracle of the oil. As such, one cannot exelittandescent bulbs
purity. from the mitzvah simply by virtue of the fact tthey do not reflect the

miracle of the oil.
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Lighting With Insufficient Fuel incandescent bulb also appears as a disperseghfirenay not resemble a

R. Auerbach presents another factor thestne considered regardingcandle.
use of electric lights for the mitzvah of lightighanukah lights. The Conclusion
Gemara, Shabbat 21b, rules that although there iequirement to relight R. Ovadia Yosef, Yabia Omer, Orach Chai®53summarizes the
Chanukah lights that were extinguished before canrsy their fuel, one comments of R. Auerbach, R. Waldenberg and otlagid,concludes that
must place enough fuel in flask at the time oftlig in order that they one should not use electric lights for the mitzwdhlighting Chanukah
could last from sundown until the cessation offizah the marketplace lights. He writes that at best it is doubtful whest one can fulffill the
(approximately thirty minutes). R. Auerbach quarsti whether one canmitzvah in this manner and therefore, there is ustification to recite a
light a candle that receives its fuel from a resireontinually but the beracha if one is using electric lights. [If oresames that use of electric
candle itself only has a few drops of oil at anyegi moment. On the onelights for the mitzvah constitutes a doubt, it asgble that if one is in a
hand, the light can last for many hours. Howeitds, arguable that since situation where there is no alternative but totlighth electric lights (such
the candle does not contain the requisite fuehattime of lighting, it is as in a hospital), he may light without recitingexacha.]
invalid for the mitzvah. R. Joshua Flug is the Rosh Kollel of the BoceoR&€ommunity Kollel, a

R. Auerbach then applies this questiorigtating with electric lights. member of the YU Kollel Initiaitve and senior editior the Marcos and
If the power source of the light is alternating remt (i.e. the light is Adina Katz YUTorah.org, a division of Yeshiva Unisity's Center for the
plugged into the wall), the electric light does hatve enough fuel to lastJewish Future. To access the archives of the Wdehlgcha Overview
for thirty minutes at the time in which it is acted. Rather, the energyclick here.
necessary to fuel the light is being supplied cardgusly. Therefore, if the
candle that is supplied by a fuel reservoir is lidyan incandescent bulb
that is supplied by alternating current is alsaalitv [R. Auerbach admits From: Weekly Sedra United Synagogue London [DAF-
that if this was the only objection to the use fafceic lights, one can HASHAVUA@SHAMASH.ORG] on behalf of Rafael Salasnik
simply avoid this problem by using a battery-opsddamp where all of the [rafi@BRIINET.ORG] Sent: Thursday, November 03, 2@032 AM To:
fuel is considered connected to the lamp at the tifrlighting.] DAF-HASHAVUA@SHAMASH.ORG Subject: daf-hashavua Nbac

R. Auerbach then quotes R. Ya'akov Moshar®p, who suggests 5766/20056 U NITED SYNAGGUE -LONDON
that there may be a difference between an incasdesulb and a candle (O) 5 November 2005 3 Cheshvan 5766 Shabbat iendondon at
that is fed by fuel from a reservoir. Regarding tandle that is fed by the5.16pm THE ELECTRONIC VERSION OF THIS DOCUMENT IS
fuel reservoir, the system that allows the fuddéded into the candle is notPROVIDED BY: BRIINET - British Jewish Network UK branch of
a function of lighting the candle. However, regagdan incandescent bulb,Shamash
the activation of the bulb is what causes the sydte provide more fuel.

As such, one can view the fuel in the “reservois’ @art of the same The Everlasting Light
system. Chief Rabbi Sir Jonathan Sacks

Can the Mitzvah be Fulfilled Via Gerama? Since 9/11, the phrase most often on peoplps lias been Samuel

R. Chaim Ozer Grodzenski, Achiezer 3:60a ilandmark responsumHuntington’s remark about a “clash of civilizatiohin the history of the
regarding incandescent light bulbs, rules that detimg a circuit on West, however, the first great clash of civilizagatook place in the second
Shabbat is not considered gerama (indirect actidimerefore, one violates century BCE, in the series of events we commemaratdanukkah.

a biblical violation for activating an incandescdight bulb on Shabbat. The conflict between Antiochus IV and his Helled Jewish

Nevertheless, R. Tzvi P. Frank, Har Tzvi 2:114intdathat for the purpose sympathisers on the one hand, Matityahu and his, sba Maccabees, on
of fulfilling a mitzvah, one should be concernedtthactivating a light bulb the other, was not about power and politics butugloolture and creed,
should would be considered gerama (at least astemed stringency). R. values and ideals, beliefs and ways of living. dtsva unique confrontation
Frank then discusses whether one can fulfil thézvah of lighting between the two civilizations which have shaped \est ever since:
Chanukabh lights if the lights are kindled via gesants the mitzvah to light Athens and Jerusalem, ancient Greece and thedeedfdsrael.

the candles or is it to ensure that the candleditarelf the mitzvah is to Greece was one of the supreme cultures of atytigAlexander the Great,
light the candles, then the lighting must be adtlieetion. If the mitzvah is ruler of the vast empire that bore his name, hagh hiaught by Aristotle,

to ensure that it is lit, even gerama would acd#ptaince the lighter pupil of Plato, who himself had been taught by 8tes. Athens was the
caused the light to be kindled. R. Frank concluties the mitzvah is to birthplace of the experiment in politics known &snbcracy. It was also the
light the candles, and therefore lighting via gesanould be invalid for the home of sculptors, architects, painters, historiand dramatists whose
mitzvah. artistic achievements have seldom been surpassed.

R. Auerbach notes that the question of twrethe mitzvah is to light Israel, by contrast, was a small and relativelywgrless state that had been
the candles or whether it is to ensure that thellearare lit can be solvedconquered by one empire after another. All it had & passionate devotion
by examining the text of the beracha. If the besawould be “al hadlakat to the word of God, and a religious literature beyeompare. The Greeks
ner shel Chanukah” (upon the lighting of the Chaulight), then one can believed in holiness of beauty; Jews believed intibauty of holiness. The
argue that the mitzvah is to ensure that the caisdié However, the Greeks saw themselves as conquerors and civilethe world; Jews
proper beracha is “I'hadlik ner shel Chanukah” light the Chanukah sought nothing more than the narrow strip of lamdnpsed to their
light) which connotes that the mitzvah is to adyivight the Chanukah ancestors, and the freedom to honour their covemitimGod.
light. Yet, in one of those reversals that occur verglyain history, Israel

The Invalidity of a Bonfire proved stronger than Greece - not only then, bboseguently. The victory

R. Waldenberg, op. cit, claims that theyqgrbblem he sees with usewon by the Maccabees was the beginning of the é@teece as a world
of electric lights for the mitzvah of lighting Chakah lights is that it may power. Not accidentally do we recall, on Hanukkahe words of
be considered a medurah (bonfire). The GemardtBha3b, states that if Zachariah:
one places multiple wicks in a flask of oil andhlig it, one does not fulfil “Not by force, nor by might, but by My spiriays G-d.”
the mitzvah at all because it is like a bonfireasR, ad loc., s.v. Asa’ah, The strength of a civilization never lies in ferof arms. It lives in its
explains that the problem is that the two firesremt and it does not ideals. The Greeks believed in the world of thesesrand the knowledge
resemble a candle. R. Waldenberg suggests thatlighe in an conveyed by human understanding. Jews believed Grdabeyond the
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senses, and the knowledge conveyed by Divine riwelaSupernatural We are at best co-authors of our lives. Not zéiit at the time, the very act the
faith gave them a more than natural strength. brothers did to prevent Joseph’s dreams coming, tuses the first step in their

Though these events took place more than 2006 yem, we are living coming true. As for Joseph, unbeknown to him, ifiswas part of a larger story -

L . . . revealed by G-d to Abraham generations earlier vithertold him that his children
through a similar confrontation today - betweenadarial, physical, secular ;14 suffer slavery in a land not their own.

culture that has no interest in, or time for, théngs that surpass our sometimes we too catch a glimpse of the workafdate in our lives. Many times,
understanding, and our own faith in faith itseifdahe way of life in which | have had prayers answered - but never when lcéaghenor in the way | expected.
it is expressed. In many cases, the answer came after | had givemopp. Often G-d answers our

We remain guardians of the light within us thames from a source Prayers. Providence exists. As Shakespeare safitr€Ts a divinity that shapes our
beyond us ends, Rough-hew them how we will.” But there issaige, an intervention, a break in

. - the sequence of cause and effect, as if to saygghio not happen merely because we
Its symbol is the menorah the Maccabees lit @ Temple. The Temple | . them, but because they are part of the | me of things.

itself was eventually destroyed, but the spiryimbolized proved to be an ' \yhat Joseph discovered is that, as well as initizand enterprise, we also need
everlasting light. patience, humility and trust. If our prayers amgitlmate, G-d will answer them, but
not necessarily when or how we think He will. Theathe meaning of Mikketz - “at
the end of two full years.” We must do our partd@ll do His. Between them there

http://ww.chiefrabbi.org/ is a gap, not just in time, but in consciousness.|&drn that we are not sole masters
Covenant & Conversation of our fate. Sometimes it is only after many yetuat, looking back, we see the
Thoughts on the Weekly Parsha from pattern in our life, and understand how Providdme shaped our destiny. Mikketz
Sir Jonathan Sacks is the space we make in our minds for the thingsinder our control. The name of

Chief Rabbi of the United Hebrew CongregationthefBritish Commonwealth ~ that space is faith.
[From 2 years ago - currently 5765]

http://www.chiefrabbi.org/tt-index.html

Miketz Man Proposes, G-d Disposes

Rarely in the Torah is a sedra break more stictig placed. Last week'’s sedra Young Israel Weekly Dvar TorahFrom: 11325-retRfi®-

ends with Joseph’s bid for freedom. Having coryertterpreted the chief steward’s . .
dream - that in three days he would be restorddstposition - Joseph pleads With10500539@Ib.bcentral.com on behalf of National Gdwf Young Israel

him: [YI_Torah@lb.bcentral.com] Sent: Thursday, Decenitier2006
“When all goes well with you, remember me andsshee kindness; mention me toNCY| Dvar Torah: Parshat Miketz
Pharaoh and get me out of this prison. For | wedtfty carried off from the land of Rabbi Yonah Levant

the Hebrews, and even here | have done nothinggerde being put in a dungeon.”Parshat Miketz (Chanukah) December 23, 2006
He fails to do so. The last line of last week’sraeahderlines the point by repeating ,est RabbRabbi Yonah Levant

it: “The chief steward, however, did not rememtzseph; he forgot him.” Yound Israel of Sunnvside. NY
Two years pass. Pharaoh has dreams. None ohtémprietations offered by his g . Y ’ . .
experts satisfy him. Only then does the chief stdwemember Joseph. He is taken Y 0Sef HaTzadik plays a central role ia ffarshiyos that we are now
from jail, washed, dressed and brought before Rinarde interprets the dreams,reading. Yosef earned his title “HaTzadik” in thagoing ordeal with
proposes a solution to the problem they foreteltven years of famine, after severPotiphar’s wife’s advances. Yet the Torah makeardieat his exemplary
years of plenty - and is made viceroy of Egyptpaelcin authority only to Pharach righteousness spanned his life. When Yaakov Avilessed his sons in
himself. , ‘ . _ _ Parshas VaYechi, he said “Ben poras Yosef, benspalei ayin, banos
_Why the delay? Joseph sought his freedom antbtaéned it - yet he did not obtain 5 45 alei shur (Bereishis 49:22),” “A charming &Joseph, a charming
it because he sought it. The steward forgot. JokagHo wait two years. Something . . . . . . .
else - Pharaoh’s dreams - had to intervene. Themavbreak between cause ango" to the eye; each of the girls claimed heightgaze.” Rashi eXpIa.\Ins
effect - emphasised by the sedra division, whiclameethat we have to wait for athat Yosef had chen, beauty and charm that captivat who beheld him.
week before hearing the end of the story. Why? Egyptian women would literally chase after him,g@ze upon him. The
Significantly, this is not the first time the TBdr uses such a device in the JosepDa’as Zkeinim MiBa’'alay HaTosfos, on verse 41:46ptgs the Medrash
narrative. There is an extremely enigmatic passageral chapters earlier when thehat not only did women pursue Yosef, but they alitithrew him gifts
brothers decide to sell Joseph: when he came into range! The scene of young musis throwing

Then they sat down to a meal. Looking up, they sacaravan of Ishmaelites . )
coming from Gilead, their camels laden with spidcedm and myrrh to be taken tothemselves at the feet of rock stars comes to mifed. this target of

Egypt. Then Judah said to his brothers, “Whatwlgain if we kill our brother and @dmiration, lihavdil, is the Sefirah of Yesod, otal control over one’s
cover up his blood? Come, let's sell him to therlaklites and not lay our hands ordesires, total submission of body to soul.

him; after all, he is our brother, our own flesitdrtood.” His brothers agreed. When How did Yosef HaTzadik maintain his rigbtisness? He might have
Midianite merchants passed by, they pulled Josepbuti of the pit and sold him for heen the predecessor of those Chasidishe Rebbesyatk through public
t"\"ﬁﬂty Sh”ekf';' of Sih’(fer to tue 'Sh,r)n\";‘ve"tgs’ ;:vhgulgh;;c;\se:\nﬂh dt.o E_gye)t.Th biog 27€8S With their eyes closed, led by a trustwastigmash, who maneuvers

o pulled Joseph from the pit? Was it the bratioe the Midianites? The subject, e .
“they,” is ambiguous. The commentators offered miatgrpretations. Of these, thethe Rebbe to spiritual Sa_fety. If you close youessyou won't .be affected
simplest is given by Rashbam. by the goings on. A straightforward approach toresisl a straightforward
He reads it as follows: The brothers, havingwhrdoseph into the pit, sat downproblem.

some distance away to eat. Reuben, sneaking baelsd¢oe Joseph, finds it empty, However, the very Medrash (cited in DaZkeinim) that describes
and cries, “The boy is gone! Now what am | to dd@® brothers do not calm him the deluge of attention that was thrust Yosef's waght offer an alternate
by telling him they have sold Joseph. They arewsprsed as he is. Rashbam’stheory regarding Yosef's response. The Medrasha®melhow Yosef
explanation is that the brothers, having seenghmaelites in the distance, decide nded up marrying Osnas bas Poti-Phera. Osnaerified by Chazal as

to sell Joseph to them, but before they had theagh#éo do so, a second group o . , . .
travelers, the Midianites, heard Joseph'’s cry, senpossibility of selling him to the he daughter of Dinah and Sh'chem. Yaakov Avinu kaiten her an

Ishmaelites, and did so. amulet which said, “Whoever marries you is marrymglescendant of
The brothers intended to sell Joseph, and Jasaptsold, but not by the brothers.Yaakov.” Osnas was raised in the house of Potiphad when the
They sought to do the deed, and the deed was bloheot by them. Egyptian women went out to get Yosef's attentidmeyt all threw him

Unusua”y, but of immense Signiﬁcance, the Tommlllng us Something aboutjewelry and other goodles Osnas had noth|ng tontHyut her amule’[, o)

Divine providence. Between intention and outcomebath cases, there was ashe threw that to Yosef. Yosef read the amulet anderstanding who she
intervention - the appearance of the Midianitesrie case, Pharaoh’s dreams in the

other. We are being given a rare glimpse of thekings of providence in history. was, married her. . . .
Nothing in the Joseph story happens by chance whiede an event most looks like Had Yosef erected an impermeable bawideeep the outside world
chance, that is where Divine intervention is mesdent in retrospect. away, he would never have noticed that an amulsttiv@wn his way, let
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alone would he have come to read it! One might dpee that he was By Rabbi Yaakov Aryeh Ariel
carefully filtering that which the world sent hisaw The question of A Penetrating Voice

; i i
whether or not Yosef would have preferred the mooperandi of the 7, "crp O\ G*\wiND BLEW INTO R' SHOLOM'S FACE, AND fkes of snow
Rebbe is unclear. After all, the whole _OUtS'de wavias pursuing hlm,_he danced around him in the frigid air. The streetsewglent. The Maggid walked
had nowhere to go, and he was running the coufilrgre was no option gjowly, taking care not to slip. Suddenly, he stpshort, struck by a thought.
for Yosef to just run away. Suppose he would turn around and go back into aisvhouse? The walk was long

“Ul'Yosef yulad shnay vanim b’terem tasbnas ha'ra’av, asherand difficult -- and who, after all, would be cominut to hear him speak in such
yalda lo Osnas bas Poti-phera, kohen On (41:50)¢W to Joseph were weather? . )
born two sons - when the year of famine had nosgetn — whom Osnaf, Hesitantly, he resumed_ his walk. “Who know_s? Magfew p_eople V\_nII show up. |
daughter of Poti-ohera. chief of On. bore to hiRabbeinu Avraham ben have to be concerned with whoever wants to lidtenworthwhile making the effort

9 p o N R even for one individual!” He continued slowly, step step, his breath escaping in
HaRambam _ explains the words “asher yalda Io_ Osraz_xs hinting 10 gmal puffs into the freezing air.
Yosef's purity. Even though Yosef was a king wittowgr and wrapped in dripping overcoats and walking briskiythe cold, Jerusalem’s Jews
prerogatives, he nevertheless didn’t take an additiwife. This ingrained came to the Zichron Moshe Shul. One by one thesredt deposited their shtreimels
modesty and moderation earned him the title “nenae.” Yosef had in their accustomed places, and took their usuatsselhere was one pressing
balance, and he maintained focus. He didn’t letshiscess in worldly duestion on everyone’s mind: Would R’ Sholom puinappearance tonight?
matters clutter his mind and his life. He was canty engaged in € Was nolonger a young man. Would his strepgtiit him to walk such a long

. " . . . . way in such stormy weather? From time to time, etqreé glances were directed to

measuring and calibrating his C_onduc_t and attitudesensure that his the door. Each new person entering representedsh fiurden of disappointment.
purposes were not confused by his environment. No, it was not R’ Sholom. He had not yet arrived.

Being “nzir echav” has never been a sfeall. The Yetser Hara has By the time R’ Sholom himself stepped through doer, the shul was filled to
never taken a Sabbatical. The attainment of “rchiag” has become all the capacity. Men stood in the aisles and sat on #ansgt windowsills. The weather had
more so elusive in contemporary American societyr ©pen, inviting not deterred this crpw_d. To put it quite simplythey loved him. They loved his
society puts all the pleasures of the world at doorstep. The array of sweet words, and his fiery love for Torah, whichJeousalem snowstorm could ever

kosh f entertainment and oppiesirti ' dampen.
(even) kosher venues of entertainment and opp@EsIo pursue one’s R’ Sholom walked up to the Holy Ark. From his g@ain front of the Ark, his voice

cravings - is staggering. S ) sliced through the air, slowly at first, as was tistom. Soon, he was drawing a
So how does a modern day Jew even begissimilate the ideal of portrait of a mythical man named “Yankel.” Reb Yehlearned in a kollel in the
“nzir echav?” mornings and studied further on his own in shuhmafternoons. His livelihood was

We need to filter. We need to differetetinetween the song of life N0t thriving, however, so he made a decision. Helevtake up accounting at night.
and the background noise. We need to ever so digieftest our resources “That Shabbos, between the reading of the Torah tae Mussaf service,” R’

. e . . Sholom related, “R’ Baruch, seated next to himppt him on the shoulder in a
and time. As a case study, we need to familiarizeselves with Rabbi friendly fashion. ‘So what are doing with yourdsiése days, Reb Yankel?’

Elazar bar Charsom (Yoma 35b). He inherited 1008sstnd 1000 towns «Rep’ vankel hesitated, reflected, blushed, amulfy stammered, ‘'m in
— a true empire. And how did he spend his time2ddk a small measure accounting.”

of flour, and went traveling from yeshiva to yeshito learn Torah. He R’ Sholom’s voice rose. “He is ashamed to saytieavastes his time! It's not easy
didn’t busy himself with his financial portfolio atl. for him to look his friend in the face and annouyriten a yeshivah man!™ The

Was he negligent in caring for his heasent wealth? Was he Maggid fell into a melodious chant. “What is he asied of? What is he avoiding?

irresponsible in not attending to his holdings? Gamara describes how he'/fY S he walking around depressed? He's learniogff, and that should be the

. . . - .. pinnacle of pride! Why is he setting his sights éoW Instead of rejoicing and
narrowly escaped being forced into the work detaéne of his own cities standing tall because he is performing Hashemls-whk is depressed. Amazing!

that he passed through, incognito. Obviously, he drdtrusted his empire “Reb Yankel himself senses no problem with hizctien. Instead of pride, he feels
to capable managers! They were on the job. Whati®ersignificant is that embarrassment. Instead of understanding that thiel wwists in his merit, he casts
after having found competent administrators, he tib@ next giant step. his eyes down. The walls of the beis midrash deappear worthy in those eyes. All
He turned towards pursuit of mili dishmayah, anstengurned back. He day long, he carries the world upon his shouldenget he draws pride from his

3 : : ; secular work. ‘I'm in accounting.”
fllter?d oultj tgle nOISet.that Tr;S Wealtf:_ was ;reathh\glt ?IZ trustees vtvhere The atmosphere in the Zichron Moshe Shul waswifle hidden pain. Beneath the
most  probably - creating, e meetings they wantedséd up, e Maggid's keen eye and incisive words, men stirredasily in their seats. Then,

involvement that they wanted from him. He filteretb maintain focus. suddenly, a broad smile flashed onto R’ Sholonsvifig face -- a smile that caused

How did Rabbi Elazar bar Charsom do it3vHlid Yosef HaTzadik the tension to dissipate all at once. “I just retherad a fantastic story!” The crowd
do it? If one understands that “This world is l&kédobby before the World breathed deeply, relieved at the introduction ie ¢ther side of R’ Sholom. He was
to Come; prepare yourself in the lobby so that gaay enter the banquet@ man of_many aspects, a man who, b)_/ turns, cebidke and caress, criticize and
hall (Avos 4:21),” then it is easier to invest oslesvisely. Yosef was stuck SCOthe. pierce the heart and then make it rejoice.

in a predicament. He was spiritually under a baraigenemy fire wherever In Eretz Yisrael 60 or 70 years ago, the conoépt kollel was almost unknown.
P : P Y y The old yishuv was poverty stricken and apath&tiday, baruch Hashem, the story

he turned. Yosef was forced to filter out the géraun the overwhelming s tar different. “Yes, 'm an accountant - buegrn in the evenings. 'm a yeshivah

bad. Rabbi Elazar bar Charsom didn’t just rashhg giway or disperse hisman!”

wealth to be able to focus on Torah. He judicioaiegated his empire’s R’ Sholom was instrumental in bringing about thésolution. He traveled great

maintenance, and then focused on Eternity. distances in order to spread his love for _Torah; Héssage_ began in' Sha’'arei
May we all merit such clariy and refinemef purpose, and such CZCeer T ERe e e piadwseiR' Snalom raised his 1a

precision and discernment in our interaction with world. for th,e Torah ’revolution. Hg laid down roads aF:\dqntahighways leading directly tg
Shabbat Sha'F’m!_ . Torah and piety. “A yeshivah man” was the domiriengge in the talks he gave. R’

NCYI's Weekly Divrei Torah Bulletin is spsored by~ the Henry, Bertha  gpolom poured the foundation that would allow themm to stand with pride. “A

and Edward Rothman Foundation - Rochester, Weark; Cleveland, Ohio; yeshivah man!”
Circleville, Ohio  To receive a free e-maibscription to NCYI's weekly Torah  “1g words are carved in the memories of all wearth them. They flew from the
Bulletin, send an email to: YI_Torah@Ib.bcentratco Maggid’s heart to penetrate the hearts of hisrlte Many began to view their own

lives and the source of their contentment in a apddifferent light.
“A yeshivah man!”
http://www.artscroll.com/Chapters/voih-009.html INTO THE LION’S DEN

Chapter 9 fromVoice of Truth The life and eloquence of Rabbi Sholom

Schwadron, the unforgettable Maggid of Jerusalem




REB SHOLOM WAS NOT CONTENT WITH SIMPLY SPEAKING 0 those R’ Sholom’s smile was tinged with visible angéfo eat a pita in the middle of the
who came to hear him. Often, he went to them tarashat the Torah’s messagestreet doesn’'t embarrass him. To sit on a chaihénmiddle of Rechov Yaffo and
was heard. And often his influence was profoundlang lasting. lick an ice cream in the faces of the passersimoisembarrassing. But lighting a

“A long striped coat, an old shtreimel, and agltveard. These were my impression€hanukah candle is something to be ashamed of. &khgou trying to hide from,
as | gazed up at the figure standing before thevarm the great Yeshurun you fool?” He might almost have been speakingparticular person in the room.
Synagogue. He was crying aloud from his heart.” In a lowered voice, he continued sadly, “I wadkivey down the street near a

That scene remains clearly etched in the menfdhedalmid chacham who sharedcertain school and | glanced into the schoolyarthat\did | see? Two groups of
this story with us. He was 10 years old at the tmmel was at the Yeshurununfortunate children, tinokos shenishbu, who hanteyat sinned. A teacher stood in
Synagogue one Shabbos when, at the end of davenstgange sight met his younga clearing between the two groups. | stopped tcchvathat they were doing.
eyes. Suddenly, two boys -- one from each group -- rda the clearing. Before | could

“Shabbos, Shabbos!” resounded suddenly througlgthat hall. The worshipersblink my eyes, they began to fight with all theiight. Their fists rained blows on
exchanged startled glances. What was going on? one another, and their feet kicked each other yathhful energy. On both sides, the

R’ Sholom -- though at the time the lad did neow who he was -- had entered thether boys were shouting, ‘Give it to him in thette Give it to him in the teeth!’
shul. He stepped briskly up to the Aron Kodesh tiuened to face the audience. “This is Culture?” R’ Sholom exclaimed. “Is itrfthis that you are embarrassed?”

“Shabbos!” he cried. “There are people who dhgee on Shabbos. They are sitting With a sigh, he finished, “And the pit was empitycontained no water.” As our
among you and davening. After davening is ovel e into their cars, RachmanahSages have explained, there is no water but Torah.”
litzlan. Shabbos! Shabbos!” His strong voice echtbeouigh the room. The “street” was a powerful phenomenon in R’ 8hoé day, attracting young

Many of the shul's most prominent and distingagimembers were among thosgeople like a magnet. R’ Sholom did his best toaing break the spell. To young
present. They, along with others, were outragetbt&l stranger had dared addresdews, he said, “Let’s take the ‘street’ that sdniidates you -- the policies, the
them without bothering to request permission, aad standing there berating andolitical parties, the desires, the fantasies, dnad) them all into the beis knesses!”
attacking them! He was criticizing them for des@othe Shabbos. What chutzpahHe showed young people exactly what the “streets,wiaen exploded the illusion
The congregation stirred uneasily in their seats. right before their eyes. The whole shallow ediibattered into a million tiny pieces

All at once, a commotion broke out. Worshipergareshouting out their opinions - at one blow. That was R’ Sholom'’s unique power.

- some in support of the stranger’s words and ethest as vehemently opposed. A His method of mocking secularism gave strengttémy, and blazed the way for
few men decided to take action. They approache8H®lom with the intention of others to follow in their own sermons. R’ Sholomswhe supporting wall on which
removing him by force. numerous families leaned, and the foundation upbithwcountless homes were

R’ Sholom remained calmly in place. built. He spread his word not only in Eretz Yisremit abroad as well. One native

“| stood among the others and listened as thésidacwas made to remove thelsraeli chanced to be in London years ago, and weata shul on a Shabbos
speaker by force,” relates the teller of the t4But Mordechai Frieman of Kol afternoon.

Yisrael stopped them. He calmed the crowd and agtlerd to let R’ Sholom finish  “The shul was packed from end to end, so thaulctchardly walk in. R’ Sholom

what he had to say.” stood on the steps leading to the Aron Kodeshtimgldo everyone exactly what it
R’ Sholom concluded his remarks. Then he steppet) from the podium and left was that filled the streets of London. He madedtithe race after money, the empty
the shul. wealth ... This is one of the gifts that R’ Sholbas given our generation.”
“The incident aroused many emotions within me¢ inan recalls. “I'll never forget,” another man says, “the tirfé Sholom read aloud to us from

“Here was a man who had delivered a spontanesuse, with no ulterior motive the Mesillas Yesharim.”
and at great personal risk. No one had asked himotry about the whole world. He  “Because man was not created except to takesptean Hashem,” R’ Sholom
could have gone home to enjoy his Shabbos meahiegeith his family instead of read. “Rabbosai! A person was created for pleadoreenjoyment -- that is his
volunteering to endanger himself in such a fashion. purpose. It is Hashem'’s will that we enjoy. Thattake pleasure!” He paused. “To
“R’ Sholom did not need any witness to his heroi#t was Heaven’'s honor that take pleasure in what? In a cup of ice cream?cigarette? In sleeping 18 hours at a
burned in him -- and that brought him right inte ffions’ den. And that lesson hasstretch? In what, exactly, shall we take pleasimd@olishness? In emptiness?

stayed with me since then.” “No, no, rabbosai -- ‘in Hashem!" To take pleasim Hashem and bask in His
EXPLOSION Shechinah, which is true pleasure and the gredeéight of all. And the true location
AT THE HEIGHT OF HIS ORATORY, R’ SHOLOM FELL ABRBTLY silent. of that delight is the World to Come.”

He had been talking about R’ Eliyahu Lopian. Thersie stretched. R’ Sholom had a special power to help others \tleeir own pathetic desires and

Even when he was not speaking, his audience fhimdnteresting to watch. They fantasies in their true light. He took lofty contepnd carried them down to where
saw him push his glasses up, then lift a fingehéocorner of one eye to wipe away ahe simplest person could grasp them. He gildediéphs of mussar with a golden
tear. Perhaps the tear came from the words of mhsshad just been quoting -- orpatina that made them accessible to all.
was it a tear of longing for the days he had spéhtR’ Eliyahu Lopian? A well-known Torah scholar relates, “I knew anfartunate individual who

The audience was still wondering, when R’ Sholdorted out, “Ah, R’ Elenkeh, struggled with all kinds of difficulties, and whose and fell spiritually, over and
R’ Elenkeh (his respectfully affectionate nicknafoeR’ Lopian) -- how smart he over again. He wandered abroad, passing throudgretit phases in his mitzvah
was! How he knew how to plumb the depths of the duimeart.” He straightened hisobservance.
back, stroked his beard, and began speaking fluente more. “This man told me that whenever he would find $&ffiin a particularly difficult

“A Jew places his Chanukah lights higher thanaftah. He takes the trouble tosituation and wished to rise above it, he wouldesei few moments of quiet, close
climb up and place his light just there. Why? Whappened? The Gemara tells u$is eyes, and imagine one of R’ Sholom’s sermdwespteasing voice, the melodious
that a candle like this is pasul (disqualified).t s open the Gemara and reaahant, the emotion. The vision carried him backadier good times in the Zichron
inside.” As a rule, R’ Sholom did not read aloudnfr the Gemara during his Moshe Shul with R* Sholom. In this way, the mart ftengthened and was able to
sermons, preferring to quote passages from merbiy.time, however, he removedstabilize his life.”
his glasses, brought the volume close to his eyebread: Wherever he may be, across the length and breddtmerica, a forlorn man can

“Rav Kahana said in the name of R’ Tanchum th&hanukah candle that isclose his eyes, concentrate on a particular taliveted once, long ago, and far
placed higher than 20 amah is disqualified. AndkBhana said in the name of R’away, by R’ Sholom, and emerge strengthened.

Tanchum: Why does it say, ‘And the pit was emptgpntained no water'? If it says And this is only one such story among thousands.
that the pit was empty, don't | know that it conted no water? Rather, it is coming ONE NEWSPAPER REPORTER
to teach that it contained no water, but it didtaonsnakes and scorpions.” ONE SUMMER’S DAY IN THE YEAR 5718 (1958), A SECWR NEWSpaper

“What,” asked R’ Sholom, “is the connection betwethese two statements?reporter entered R’ Sholom’s house and asked hinstitret of his successful
Everyone asks that question -- an intriguing or&mildei chachamim have alreadysermons.
offered their explanations, but | want to ask ag#iiny would a Jew decide to place R’ Sholom smiled at the question. “I don't kndw'in successful or not. Let's try
his candle higher than 20 amah? an experiment. | will deliver a talk to you, andemhl’ve finished, you will decide

“He is embarrassed. Ah, ah, he is embarrassedloden’'t want the people in thefor yourself what the secret of success is.”
street to see. Now we come to the continuation’ fadchum’s words: ‘And the pit The sermon was delivered in his house in Sha'@&teésed, in the tranquil
was empty, it contained no water.” A hand came midarcefully on the shtender, atmosphere engendered by the thousands of volurs#eokodesh lining the walls.
the blow resounding in the quiet shul. R’ Sholoraread, “The pit was empty, it had The table, too, was covered with holy books. Asréporter sat opposite R’ Sholom
no water. It had no Torah! Not only is it empty,idta void, an abomination! It on one of the ancient wooden chairs, his hostateudj love of Torah and deeply felt
contains snakes and scorpions! What is that maidadf? Why is he ashamed?”  piety, spoke at length.

7



When the sermon was over, the reporter’s eylesl filith tears -- Jewish tears. Hefrom another political party trying to enter theieeting, and cut out his heart in cold
went home and composed a long article for Ha'aretzspaper. The article quoted ablood -- have we ever heard such a thing in Isreei?possible that, for a trash can
sermon which, he said, R’ Sholom had deliveredhi Zichron Moshe Shul, but on erev Yom Kippur, after midnight, a man will Kills neighbor? Is it possible that
which he had actually heard all by himself, an andé of one, in R’ Sholom’s own because of a dog’s barking a man will murder lé&? Has it ever been heard that

home. young people break into their schools at night stedl money, until the schools are
Here is the article: forced to surround themselves with iron bars, éikgrison?
Preaching Without Reward “As for the good children ...” Here, R’ Schwadmpauses a moment. After a brief

As is well known, people are not eager to heaeraon, not from those close tohalt for reflection, he continues, “Today, hundrefighildren are being educated to
them and certainly not from a stranger. But greavds stream to hear the sermonsteal. Robbery, murder, and the destruction of osdd all these things come from
of R’ Sholom Schwadron, the famous Jerusalem “Maggispecially when a Jewish the theaters and the cinemas. Fathers without semenothers without wisdom
holiday is approaching in the capital city. stuff their children with all sorts of desires. Afidm this, our children begin to sink

Every Sabbath eve, after the meal, they coméaobtg neighborhood shul of into the depths. The youth slides into the chaswrder to forget the cry of his own
Zichron Moshe, where R’ Schwadron preaches his@®snilhere are hundreds ofsoul.”
them: the elderly and the young, men, women anidrelni from every part of the And again, R’ Schwadron lifts his voice and skouAll the efforts of educators
city, sitting and standing in crowded conditions Hiours, listening open-mouthed toand police who know this hopeless situation andtwarepair it, all their efforts are
R’ Schwadron’s words, at the same time both fieny sweet. to no avail. Why? Because a person’s inclinatiopvi$ from his youth. It is only

He is fluent in the art of oratory. “He speaksthg grace of Heaven,” say those inwhen a person fears the punishment he can expecttfre Creator of the world that
the know. He knows when to raise his voice and wheower it, when to pound he succeeds in mastering his inclination. Witheafon, with dedication and with
powerfully on the table before him, when to wave linds, when to express himselhwareness, and naturally not in one minute, hecbamge his nature by habitual
in a chassidic chant and when to sway to the rhyghhiis own words -- to hold his action; as our Sages have said, habit becomesdsaeture. All the good character
audience captive and drill into their hearts hissage of pungent mussar, liberallytraits, if they are not rooted in faith in a Creammontradict and are contradicted by
sprinkled with quotes by our Sages, with versesh stories of chassidim and man’s actions, because the majority of men are Wwiamlowly traits as well.”
misnagdim, and the like. In R’ Schwadron’s opinion, there is no other aubut “not to be embarrassed, to

It is clear to see that R’ Schwadron, both indeisnons and in the course of his owrtast down pride and admit: We have abandoned therfa faith. We thought that
life, shares the pain of those who witness peoptéihg in faith -- denying the we are smarter than they, that they were the néstakes and we are the ones who
existence of the Creator -- and especially whes ithiseen among the youth. Heunderstand. Now, we see how right they were. Theal & strong desire to give us
follows every new development in the State and weétvinto the words he preachedife, to elevate us, to make us -- how do you saghklach, to make us happy in this
against the “heretics.” But let us allow R’ Schwatto speak for himself: world and in the next. We were mistaken. Even Jewansciousness, which the

“The first question” -- this is the way he opernési remarks -- “is how a person canMinister of Education is attempting to introducéithe schools, is not something he
wander the face of the earth for the 70 yearsofita, without ever asking himself can recommend to intelligent students, who areldiab ask him: ‘Do you live
even once -- and this, to our sorrow, is the bietity -- ‘Who am |, what am |, how according to what you are recommending?’ Only & lgaders of our nation see the
was | created, and where am | going?’ In the pHmre were heretics andgreat need, if they return at least to the fundaaterof faith in a Creator, if they
philosophers with twisted minds, but for all thatpst of them were important recognize, in their innermost hearts, that thesirdes to observe all of the Torah --
people. But today?” Here R’ Schwadron raises hisevand spreads his hands -only then will we be able to educate our youthtia proper manner.”

“Today, nobody wants to think. They live their l/Bke animals. They eat, drink, Practicing What He Preaches

sleep, and make money ... The adults grasp at wédratemes to hand, and are This is just an example of one sermon among #meyrthat R’ Schwadron has been
smitten with [spiritual] ‘ilinesses,’ just like ddren. And all this because they don'tpreaching in various shuls throughout the Sha@teised neighborhood for the past
want to think, because if they think, they will figced to deny themselves some20 years, and for the last four years in the lafighron Moshe Shul. He does not
things that they have grown accustomed to.” Raw&dhon sighs. repeat himself, and this is his strength. Everynser arouses its listeners’ interest.

Youth and Values From time to time he is invited to speak in shulgifferent cities, and to different

As he continues his speech, he presents sewaiabxamples, the most actual okectors. He speaks in a juicy Yiddish and also lient Hebrew. And he is
them being, of course, the mixed swimming pootandard fare for the public. Thenoutstanding in another quality: in his observanicthe saying, “Practice what you
he moves on to a different topic -- that of our youToday, young people are notpreach.” He is scrupulous in his observance ofttadl mitzvos, large and small.
searching for the good, but rather for the swedtmeasurable. Like | said -- they’'re Though his means (he is the father of seven darsghtel a son) are strained, he
licking ice-pops.” As R’ Schwadron grows more eadithis voice becomes excited lectures without payment, gives a tithe of his egmto the poor, performs acts of
too. “And for this reason | began to understandtwizal surprised me at first: How lovingkindness, and extends a helping hand to any@mo asks. Money is not a
people with a head on their shoulders, living ichsa large world, claim that the skyconsideration to him; the important thing is leagnTorah for its own sake. During
and the earth, the stars and the moon, the plat®weery living thing -- were all the month of Elul, he has decreed silence uponéiinexcept for Torah study, and
created by themselves, Heaven forbid. A box of hest@annot create itself. If youwill not exchange a word even with his family mensh@nswering them in writing
suggested otherwise, people would laugh at you. vmak, after all, is the big deal instead.
about a box of matches? But our wondrous and aweswrid -- that was created Born in Meah Shearim
by itself? Rav Schwadron is 46 years old. He was born itvtbeh Shearim neighborhood of

“They do not think, and so they do not acknowtetle clear fact that anyone whoJerusalem, to Rabbi Yitzchak Schwadron, son ofgtnen of Berzon, R’ Sholom
uses his mind knows: It is necessary for thereatetbeen a Creator!” He preachedordechai HaKohen Schwadron, author of halachic keothat have earned
at the anonymous heretics. widespread fame throughout the Diaspora and Eresta¥, and by whose name he

“l was a boy of 7" -- the Maggid recalls the dajis childhood, his eyes igniting - is known. He lost his father as a child, was ecectah a Talmud Torah in Meah
- “and | remember sitting on the steps of my howagenight, for about 3 hours, Shearim and afterwards in a yeshivah in PetachaFiki#rom there, he moved on to
thinking and thinking about matters of faith. | tiyht until my head ached. But Chevron Yeshivah, where he was a student of R’ @haswvho guided and taught
today? Boys of 16 and 17 don't even think aboutctieation of the world -- ‘What, him after he stood already revealed as outstandireglous in Torah. The time he
who, how.” Previous generations had their sharepofstates, but they were few inhas remaining after learning Torah and serving@hR eshivah of a Sephardic beis
number. Today, for our sins, they have become mafigm a few who denied our midrash gavohah in Mekor Chaim, is dedicated tolighibg his grandfather, the
faith, to many who believe in denial of faith. Theysh to deny the faith that hasgaon’s, manuscripts and to composing his own hadaebrks, three of which have
been transmitted from generation to generation. iAieda confused apostasy, whichappeared in print thus far. He is now working ootbar book.
cannot under any circumstances claim that themoiss-d, an apostasy without On Friday nights, after the meal, he hurriegs@the shul in all kinds of weather, to
substance. This -- how do you say it? absurdity® what they believe in. Yes, thepreach his sermon to the hundreds who have contedo him, and who listen
great absurdity! This is intoxicating our youth agd The youth seeks out all sorts othirstily to what he has to say. He is preparedppear and to preach and to deliver
desires to fill his soul, in order to forget thas koul is crying out, against his will: talks anywhere he is invited to do so, as welbasrite for newspapers, even the Al
‘A'yekah'!” HaMishmar, though under a pseudonym. Those clobéraelate that he is afraid

Cruelty -- Apostasy’s Outcome of writing under his own name since the time he diasiissed after an appearance --

Rav Schwadron has no lack of examples to illtestthe results of clinging to a thickly bearded man with peyos, wearing a lorag emd preaching about faith and
apostasy. “We have never before heard of Jews beharelly, the way we have religion -- with the words, “Ah, Neturei Karta.” g emphasize that he is not a
heard it in our time, here in Eretz Yisrael. | aot talking about gentiles. Without member of the Neturei Karta sect, despite thetfadt he is zealous and extreme in
Torah -- that's the way it is. But the story abthé young people who caught a boy



his faith, and does not belong to any other rdligipolitical party, though his views resolutions to carry them through the coming wé8kSholom’s sermon nourished
tend to Agudas Yisrael. them for the next seven days. In his presence, thsted the Olam HaZeh (this
These were the impressions of a completely secuakwspaper reporter, world) that is in Olam HaBa (the World to Come).
representing the best efforts of a non-observamt macquire a grasp of who R’ “MY MEYER'KE”
Sholom Schwadron was. R’ Sholom’s true essencesea®thing that a reporter R* SHOLOM OFTEN EXPRESSED GREAT ANGUISH IN HIS 8BRIM
could certainly never touch. But his article igitasny to the powerful spirit behind concerning the desecration of the Shabbos andptbetassy that he saw around him.
R’ Sholom’s sermons, and to the changes that treg wapable of bringing about From time to time, householders would try to comfam. “It's not so bad. Hashem
even in those outside the religious camp. will help.”
HEART TO HEART One day, before the shiur began, R’ Sholom's gacked up some angry
THE TRUE SECRET BEHIND R’ SHOLOM'S SUCCESS AS REBAKER and whisperings.
a mover came from the fact that he had erectedtamal value system in his own “What is it?” he inquired. He soon had his ansW&h! They're charging a tax for
heart, and from that vantage point was able to shayearts of others. He was als@verything. Every loaf of bread comes with a state What's going to become of
granted siyata d’shemaya -- a helping hand fromvelea our country?”
In a letter (to R’ Shlomo Stentzal), R’ Sholompexnded at length on matters Smiling, R’ Sholom spoke to them in their owndaage. “Don’t worry, it's not so
connected to the preparation of a site from whelsgeak in Tel Aviv. He ended bad. Hashem will help.”
with a single, short, but illuminating sentence: He faced the assembled group. “I want to tell,ybe said, “about something that
“May Hashem grant that we succeed in arousingsebues to return in full happened to me a number of years ago. Two chilidoam the neighborhood were
repentance before Him, so that our intentions vélfor the sake of Heaven; then weplaying ‘horse and buggy.” One boy was the horgd, fis friend pulled him with a
are guaranteed that what emerges from our hedntér the hearts [of others].”  rope as they ran around. The two of them gallopsd my front yard and as they
And in a different style, in another letter heoter “May Hashem grant that we aredid, the boy in front tripped on a step, fell te tiround, and cut open his forehead.
able to return to Him wholly and truly ourselvesdaafterwards bring others’ hearts “My wife ran into the house, calling out, ‘Meyke fell on the stones outside and is
back into His service.” bleeding profusely! Let's take him to the doctaBhe took a towel, soaked it in
In other words, R’ Sholom demanded from himsetf apoke to his own heart first. water, and we went outside. | held the boy in rmgsawhile my wife pressed the hole
Only afterwards did he speak to others. That wasrélason he was so successfuln his forehead with the towel. In this way, we &egvalking quickly toward the
Even during the talk itself, he would be arousirigSRolom Schwadron along with home of a doctor at the edge of Sha’arei Chesed.
the rest of the crowd. In this, he was a giant wfean. “In the distance, we saw the boy’s grandmotheespected woman well beloved in
R’ Sholom once spoke to an audience and feltvedtiels that he had succeeded irsha’arei Chesed. We said nothing to her. Seeindrams afar, she grasped the
rousing them more than he had roused himself. Inatelg, he began seeking newsituation at once: R’ Sholom and his wife were mgto bring a hurt child to the
ways to internalize his sermon to rouse his owh sel doctor. She called out encouragingly, ‘Hashemélp. It's nothing, it will pass.’
The week of mourning for R* Shneur Kotler wasaatend, and a hesped (eulogy) “Still we were quiet. Soon we were closer to ghendmother, and she saw that the
service was being held in Lakewood. R’ Sholom Sahvesa, staying in America at blood-covered child looked familiar to her. Agahlessaid, this time hesitantly, ‘It's
the time, was one of the eulogizers. His words nagein tongues of flame, a nothing terrible, Hashem will help.’
powerful and bitterly mournful speech, accompatiga@ storm of tears. “Then we were right beside her, and she sawttgathild was her own grandson.
At the conclusion of the hesped, R’ Sholom géb ithe car that would take him Immediately, she forgot all the comforting thinge d1ad said to us, and broke into
back to where he was staying. They were halfwayethehen R’ Sholom turned piercing screams: ‘Meyer’ke! Meyer'ke! Gevald!
suddenly to the driver, an acquaintance of his,asked if he had a tape recorder in “What happened next?” R’ Sholom asked. He cometin’fAll the neighborhood
the car. Receiving an affirmative reply, he tookaasette from his pocket and aske@vomen ran out in a panic to see what the screamé@rsgabout. They took one look,
the driver to play it. “They taped my hesped andegae a copy of it. | want to listen then said, ‘Don’t worry, it's nothing, Hashem whilp, it will pass.’

toit,” he said. “I learned a valuable lesson from this episofi.i$ not my Meyer’ke, it's nothing
R’ Sholom sat quietly, listening to his own wardd at once, he began to cry. Theterrible.

weeping grew stronger, the tears falling copiously. “When a man does not feel that chilul ShabbdgssMeyer'ke, he takes comfort:
The driver, in an impudent mood, said joculatly; Sholom, you are already in Hashem will help. But when his taxes are ‘my Meley” he kicks and shouts.

the car. You don't have to cry anymore.” “It is the same in every area of life. ‘My Meylee"’

The tears dried up. R’ Sholom turned and saiet ‘e explain. When a person “A valuable lesson.”
speaks in front of an audience, it's hard for hinhéar himself. He invests a lot of ***
energy in being heard and in arousing his listenewd he doesn't manage to “l just remembered a story.”
internalize the talk for himself. But |, too, watat hear a powerful hesped for R’ Everyone smiled to hear that expression. It wasSRolom’s habit to switch

Shneur Kotler.” instantly into storytelling mode the moment he titatLof one, even if it had no direct
He turned on the tape recorder again. As thevoand its way home, it was filled bearing on the topic at hand. When he was doneydudd return smoothly to the

once more with a storm of emotion as R’ Sholonetistl to the eulogy. original subject of his talk. He was acting on rinstions from his teacher, R’
(as told by R’ Chaim David Ackerman) Eliyahu Lopian, a man who, like R’ Sholom himséifed his life in the service of
*xx his community.

The people of Jerusalem loved R’ Sholom, and taege by the hundreds to bask “If a thought enters your mind while you are dpeg -- even if it is a side point --
in his presence. Torah scholars sat side by side the unlearned, the elderlysay it aloud,” the older man had advised. His neimgpwas simple: It is the watchful
alongside the children. All came on Friday nighttte Zichron Moshe Shul to hearEye of Heaven, hashgachah, that directs all oyssted places a certain idea or
R’ Sholom speak. story into our heads. Perhaps the listeners nedwao it -- or perhaps only one

Many young people came with their pockets filldth sunflower seeds, prepared tdistener does. It is Hashem's will that the speakention that particular story at this
have a good time. There were those who came with éyes half-closed, having particular moment. R’ Sholom adhered to this custmnscores of years.
fought back the exhaustion that threatened to akerthem at the Shabbos table. Many, many individuals found the right momenthich to approach R’ Sholom
After the meal, they struggled against their fatiglonned their shtreimels, tied theirand tell him, “R’ Sholom, what you said yesterdagswexactly what | needed to
belts, and set out for Zichron Moshe. Once indtaey often as not dozed off again ..hear. You have no idea why you happened to remethbemparticular vort in the
until a blow to the shtender from the Maggid’s hatattled them into wakefulness,middle of your talk.” This was their reaction toahieg something that the Maggid
and they started listening again. had mentioned spontaneously, almost incidentalfshgachah.

In his tasteful, sweet manner, R’ Sholom tolchtrebout the vital ingredients of a A Jerusalem resident related to us a fascinatigy one that R’ Sholom had
Jew's life. He knew how to touch the place insidere a person feels most deeplyremembered “especially” for him.

Sometimes he dug deeper than people felt comfertdbing themselves, exerting The man owned a printing press. Every morninggr afavening Shacharis with a
pressure on each individual according to that pessanique personality and vasikin minyan and learning the daf yomi, he werttis shop to earn a livelihood for
particular inner strengths. From that deep plaeewbuld rouse his audience tohis family. After his workday he would return toetibeis midrash for a few more
reflection, introspection, and self-motivation. Bvaose who lived wild lives, lives hours of learning and prayer.

without emphasis on good character or fear of Heaeejoyed refreshing their Once a year, this man was called upon for resemligary duty in the Israeli
wandering souls with a good Friday night sermoBiahron Moshe. Defense Forces. He never tried to avoid his semwtgen called upon. His army job

Every person left with a wonderful sensationhia tepths of his innermost being.was that of watchman, which allowed him to spendyf®urs in learning.

Talmidei chachamim and simple folk alike would egeerwith strong new



Then came the day when he found a notice in hitbox: reserve duty for three The partner smiled. “I arrived at the base ydsigl’ he said, “and an hour later,
weeks. The service would fall out in the month ofddn. Making a rapid they sent me right back home! The supervisor carae and told me, ‘There’s been
calculation, the man realized that he would be gooa home on the night of the a mistake -- some sort of misunderstanding. Yoaftdrotice was for two months
Pesach Seder, as well as all the remaining daylseoholiday. At the prospect, afrom now, and was sent to your address by accidewas dumbfounded. Such a

shadow fell across his face. thing had never happened to me before. But thergispe apologized and sent me
The notice arrived on a Friday. “| haven't hadtsa Friday in a long time,” he respectfully home, saying, ‘Sorry about this mistakou are released!"”
thought. His spirits plummeted sharply. When he had finished telling his story, the partstood up and cried out

That night, he ate his Shabbos meal, sunk inngyothought. He pictured his emotionally, “We have just seen, with our own eyles,amazing results of following
family’s Seder table, minus his presence. Who wdddhere to answer his sons'the words of Chazal, ‘Whoever takes upon himsaiftihrden of Torah is exempt
Mah Nishtanah? And what would he himself eat duéithghe days of Pesach? from the burden of derech eretz.’ In order for yowbe released from your duty, |

Friday evenings usually found the printer in Zighron Moshe Shul, listening to R’ received a draft notice by mistake.”

Sholom speak. On this gray night, however, he @ectd diverge from his custom The printer himself adds a final note to thisngtd'When we took financial

and take a walk instead. After a long stroll in twmmpany of his melancholy inventory several months later, it turned out tfram the time we began closing up
thoughts, he found his legs carrying him, as thdmghabit, to the shul. He hesitatedshop an hour early each day, our income had inetegieatly.” Raising his voice
at the door, then went in. with great feeling, he concludes, “Whoever takesrnupimself the burden of Torah

Zichron Moshe has a book-lined foyer at the ewiea from which one enters the...!”
main sanctuary of the shul. The printer stood is fiyer, listening to R’ Sholom's THE FIRE
clear voice roll out to reach his ears: THE SWEETEST MOMENTS R’ SHOLOM SHARED WITH HIS Steners

“l just remembered a story,” R’ Sholom was sayitemd when that happens, youwere those in which he traveled back in time wiken, to an earlier world, a
already know what we must do. The story has nottendp with our topic, but ...” previous generation. At such times, he wove silkerds around his audience,
R’ Sholom embarked on his tale: enchanting them with visions of a glorious pastey'tvould sit spellbound, rising at

When yeshivah students would visit the Chofetai@hto discuss the problem ofleast 10 feet off the ground, together with the bldg.
the Polish military draft, he would return a vayief answers. There is a wealth of The flame surrounding R’ Nachum’ke of Horodna watually visible to their
stories concerning these amazing responses, andu#fth hakodesh that oftennaked eyes. The circle that the Chofetz Chaim nirathee forest became the circling
prompted them. If the Chofetz Chaim placed a cdgliobook Machaneh Yisrael in of R’ Sholom'’s finger in the stillness of the Ziolhr Moshe Shul. In these magical
the student’s hand, then he knew nothing wouldl dan; he would be drafted. But moments, tears of longing filled the listeners’ £yea longing to be better, to be
if the Chofetz Chaim'’s response was to say, “Whpeageepts the burden of Torah ishigher.
released from the burden of the government anccldezeetz,” then the young man Under the influence of R’ Sholom’s feeling voithe city of Chevron spread out
knew he must not spare any exertion in Torah -- lsiedreedom from the draft before his audience, and they were standing togetitie the “Sdei Chemed” as he
would be assured. stood up to his challenge and merited a great.lighd then, once again, the

“Whoever accepts the burden of Torah!” R’ Sholemoice rang out. “Whoever transported listeners were filled with a deep @esirunderstand more, to learn more,
accepts that burden -- whatever happens!” He aoetirto relate two examples ofto observe more. The melody that the Maggid chaigeitied a flame in the holy
men who undertook the burden of Torah and wereedptire draft. When he wassoul residing inside each and every individualhe shul ... until the last word was
finished, he asked where they had been up to befokegan his story, and resumedpoken into the hush, and the sermon was over.
the thread of his original topic.

“My heart was pounding very hard,” the printeldtas much later. “My whole

body was covergd with a cold sweat. | had neveorbefel_t such a personal From: weekly-bounces@lists.ohr.edu on behaBlaf Somayach [ohr@ohr.edu]
hashgachah pratis. R’ Sholom remembered the stdheavery instant that my feet gony- Thursday, December 21, 2006 3:09 PM To: we@khr.edu Subject; Torah
crossed the shul’s threshold, and everything tiewas directed at my own difficult Weekly - Parshat Mikeitz

situation. As he returned to the original subjéddtis talk, | saw that it really had no  ToRAH WEEKLY - For the week ending 23 Decembed@0 2 Tevet 5767 -
bearing at all on ‘whoever takes upon himself thedbn of Torah." In other words, fom onr Somayach | www.ohr.edu
the thing had not come about through natural memmestopic leading naturally into  __ parshat Mikeitz bRabbi Yaakov Asher Sinclair
the next. o _ http://ohr.edu/yhiy/article.php/2838

“But apart from any considerations of hashgagbwaltis, | was greatly encouraged
by what R" Sholom had said. | decided at once t a@dl hour of learning to my  The Fat Cats
regular schedule -- one extra hour every day. h'tlidait for Sunday, or even for « <o he sent and summoned all the necromanceBgyppt and its wise men:

Shabbos morning. Immediately after the lecture éntievent into the beis midrash pparach related his dream to them. but none cotdepret it for Pharaoh.” (41:8)
and learned for an hour. | believed with a powefaith in the words of Chazal, ' ’

‘Whoever takes upon himself the burden of Toralll. my worry fell away.
“On Sunday, | told my partner at the printinggzr¢hat | had some news for him
and a request. The news was that | had receivefa ribtice for the month of

Nissan. And the request was that we close up shdpar early each day, so that lymen tg interpret his dreams; yet they failed toviroze him with their interpretations.

would be able to use it for the study of Torah.” o The butler remembered that he had once beemitasicircumstances, and that
A week passed, then two. One morning, the maartipr walked in with his OWN yogef had interpreted his dream in such a way #wmtsoon as he heard the
startling announcement. “R’ Yaakov, I've also reeel a notice for reserve duty Ninterpretation he knew it to be true.

the month of Nissan!” _ _ The word in Hebrew for a necromancer is chartitsroot is charat, which means
The army rule is that two _busmess partners ddvage to serve at the same time. Iy, engraving. The chartumim were experts in higpiges. A hieroglyphic is a
such a case, one of them is released from dutye o of us took all our papers gy g, jt is not the thing itself. The chartumiried to understand Pharaoh’s dream
and went down to the army office,” the printer tea “A few days later, the letter g piematically. Yosef interpreted Pharaoh’s dreatas a hieroglyphic, not as an
came: | was released! | would be home for Pesatthmy family. Unfortunately, to  opqcire symbol, but using the simple and clear ingaof the dream itself. For

my distress, my partner was still required to séisdime. example, the Nile dispenses its gifts only oncearyso the seven cows that rise up
“I was grateful to Hashem for helping me, in @unal way, to be free of my army ¢om the river are clearly an indication of seveaus.

duty. But it soon _beca_me clear that we had notgete to the end of _the marvelous gyen though G-d uses metaphors to communicate wet the plain meaning is
hashgachah in this episode. My letter of releaseandy the first stage in the story. 4yays contained within the metaphor. The word ibiéw for interpretation is

“On the day my partner left for his reserve duiparted painfully from him. None a5 \which means to bring out from the insiden-ether words, to ‘read out’ the
knew better than_ | what he_must be feeling at a_mfne." _meaning, not to ‘read in.

The next morning, the printer walked to his prigtshop as usual, and placed his |, 4qgition to the necromancers, however, Phagdst summoned his wise men.
key in the lock. To his surprise, the door wasadkied! Slowly he twisted the knob \ypy \as it so difficult for them to interpret hisedm? Their expertise was not
and opened the door, then stepped instead, heaitanafraid. A few steps into the qcieqd into symbolic, hieroglyphic understandinghydidn't their great wisdom
room, he saw somethlng amazing. '_I'here was hlsqramrklng busily awqy! lead them to the correct interpretation?

“Shalom aleichem! Good morning!” the man greefeid partner, in open The Egyptians denied the existence of G-d. Thidom was dictated by human

astonishment. ) logic. Logically, the weak can never defeat thersf the few cannot vanquish the
“What happened? Have you gone AWOL?" the priatked

The hallmark of a truthful answer is that once jear it you wonder why you ever
‘had the question in the first place.
In this week’s Torah portion Pharaoh summonethallnecromancers and the wise
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many — life's emaciated cows cannot eat the fais Tthwhat baffled the wise men In terms of applicability to the contemporarynérican situation, one may ask if
of Egypt. creating such a debt creates concern for tax caesegs. Rav Feivel Cohen wrote
Yosef introduced his interpretation by sayingtt®ad would interpret Pharaoh’sto me that it is Halachically feasible to name arithh, not a daughter, to help
dream, for there exists a higher logic beyond tlasg of man. “My thoughts are notaddress such concerns. Rav J.David Bleich, ircdsemporary variation of this
like your thoughts, and My ways are not like youays.” (Yishayahu 55:8) Shtar, adds a clause to address this concern nbhtdes the statement, "This
According to G-d’s logic, the weak can overcomedineng. instrument shall be regarded as of no effect wieatsoin any proceedings brought
The Torah portion of Miketz is always read on Qleah. The Greeks also deniecbefore any civil court of competent jurisdictionWWe should note that the fact that
the existence of G-d. Thus, in their world-view ttiee weak cannot vanquish thethe document has no validity in civil law does detract from its Halachic validity
strong, or the few, the many. (see Teshuvot Chatam Sofer Orach Chaim 113, TestRiveei Chaim 2:37 and
The miracles of Chanukah revealed that therdagia beyond the mind of man, in Rav Zevin's LeOr HaHalacha p.122). Mechon L'hoyidaking a Will the Jewish
which “the mighty were given over into the handtleé weak, the many into the Way, page 7) advises that the executed Shtar henliipa third party, an Orthodox

hands of the few.” Jewish attorney who will store it with a will and/sust documents and present it
If G-d wills it, the fat cats of history can fittilemselves as a mere snack for thenly if the Halachic heirs challenge the Halachatidity of the secular will in a Beit

skinny. Din.

- Sources: Rabbi Shimshon Rafael Hirsch; Davshel 3torah in HaDrash  Rav Hershel Schachter (in a Shiur deliveredeshiva University) stated that the

vha'lyun Shtar Chatzi Zachar does not violate the rule ah "Bereirah" (there is no
Written and compiled by Rabbi Yaakov Asher Siircl retroactive determination, see Encyclopedia Taltndidi16-246 for an explanation)
(C) 2006 Ohr Somayach International - All rigteserved. as far as Biblical level obligations are concerrahpite the fact that the size of the

At Ohr Somayach/Tanenbaum College in Jerosastudents explore their share that the daughter will receive will be detesd only after the day of death.
heritage under the guidance of today’s top stewducators. For information, This is because we apply the rule of Ein Bereiraly segarding the primary
please write to  info@ohr.edu or visit http:/Mmwehr.edu obligation, but not regarding the details of theliementation, as explained by the
Ran (Nedarim 45b s.v. Rabi Eliezer).

Shtar Shalem Zachar

From: webmaster@koltorah.org on behalf of Kol Tdieditorah@koltorah.org] In addition to the Shtar Chatzi Zachar, theranother common approach. Rav
Sent: Friday, November 17, 2006 To: Kol Torah Zalman Nechemia Goldberg notes (Techumin 4:344) e Ketzot HaChoshen
Subject: Kol Torah Parashat Chayei Sarah (33:3) refers to use of a Shtar Shalem Zachar,hwhiices daughters a full share in
KOL TORAH the inheritance. One may legitimately make uséhisf mechanism. Indeed, Rav
A Student Publication of the Torah Academy of Bargeounty Parshat Chayei Asher Weiss (in the teleconferenced Shiur from ¥kalayim to Teaneck) related
Sarah 27 Cheshvan 5767 November 18, 2006 Vol.18 No. that Rav Akiva Eiger wrote a Shtar Zachar Shalemisatiaughter's wedding to the
Chatam Sofer.
Yerushah - Shtar Chatzi Zachar and its ContemporaryVariation Contemporary Variations on the Shtar Chatzi Zachar
by Rabbi Chaim Jachter In the past few decades, American Poskim havesed a contemporary variation
(assisted by Martin M. Shenkman, Esq_.) to the traditional Shtar Chatzi Zachar. In our ommity, a dowry is no longer
Introduction expected and the Shtar is therefore not executid ame of the wedding. Rather, a

In our last issue, we discussed the need foethod that the will facilitate non- supplement to a secular will is written by theatst which records that a debt was
Halachic heirs inheritance of a portion of the ®staithout violating Halacha. made to a non-Halachic heir that takes effect am before death. A stipulation is
American Poskim in the last few decades have dpedlca variation of the made that this debt is waived if the Halachic higlew the dictates of the secular
traditional Shtar Chatzi Zachar document that cecomplish this goal. In this will. The testator assumes a debt much greaterttieexpected size of the estate so
essay, we shall explain the traditional Shtar Ghasrhar and its contemporarythat the Halachic heirs are motivated to honorténms of the will in order for the
variation. Once again | thank attorney Martin Stmean for his assistance in thedebt to be waived. The debt is created by the ttstaccepting symbolic
preparation of this series of essays. | assuneeresponsibility for any errors. consideration, the Kinyan Suddar. A Rav shouldnvelved to insure that this is
The Traditional Shtar Chatzi Zachar done properly.

One method of distributing an inheritance tagtgers is through a Shtar Chatzi There are at least five alternative versionsaf to create such a document. Rav
Zachar. The Rama (Even HaEzer 113:2 and Choshsimplati 281:7) records that Feivel Cohen presents somewhat lengthy English Heldrew documents in his
this was the commonly accepted way to provide eklighter with a share in theKuntress Midor LeDor (see, though, Pitchei ChosBeti70-171 who questions
estate. This involves the father undertaking, attithe of the daughter's wedding (asnany of Rav Cohen's concerns; Rav Hershel Schattiteme that he thought that
part of the dowry provided for the daughter), tg par a very large sum of moneythe Pitchei Choshen's comments were correct). ofteshversion is presented by the
(larger than the expected value of the estate tdue (Chal) one hour preceding théMlechon L'hoyroa in their "Making a Will the Jewigthay", although they require a
father's death. This debt passes to the Halaahiis [ii.e. the sons, although theseparate document be written on behalf of eachHadaehic heir. Rav Bleich has
concept could be extended to restructure any stafghe Torah order for Yerushah) developed his own version as has Rav MordechaigNthavrusa Kislev 5740; his
and includes a provision voiding the debt if thddghic heirs present the daughtersersion is available for download at www.rabbis,dtge website of the Rabbinical
with a share (e.g. one-half) of the inheritance. Council of America). Rav Hershel Schachter's ideggrding this Shtar appear in

Rav Asher Weiss (in a teleconferenced Shiumfféerushalayim to Teaneck, the Journal of Halacha and Contemporary Societyif®d981 pp.130-132). Rav
under the auspices of Project Ezra) stated thaMiearil (Teshuvot number 88), Willig's version is quite simple and straightfordamand many Rabbanim in the
who mentions writing "documents of inheritance"baalf of one's daughters, mightOrthodox community make use of it.
be a source in the Rishonim for the Rama's assertRav Weiss noted that this Rav Hershel Schachter has told me a testatm@lyneeeds to sign this variation of
method is mentioned only by the Rama and not by Rasef Karo (in neither the the Shtar Chatzi Zachar and no further action éuired. It takes effect even
Shulchan Aruch nor the Beit Yosef), indicating ttiiis was not a widely acceptedwithout the knowledge of the beneficiary of the tdélecause of the Halachic
practice among Sephardic Jews. It would seem tdlraegh, that there is no reasorprinciple Zachin LeAdam ShelLo BeFanav, that one namguire something
why Sephardic Jews should refrain from using sudb@ment in the contemporarybeneficial on behalf of another individual eventtie latter is unaware of the
situation. It could be that Sephardic Jews didfeet a need to facilitate daughtersacquisition (Gittin 11b). The non-Halachic heirglddalachic heirs also need not be
receiving a share in a will, whereas today it isassary to do so, as we shall discussware of this document, Rav Schachter explains, easrything happens
in next week's essay. However, this document vesg gommonly used among automatically ( i.e. the non-Halachic heirs do mgeive more than their entitlement
Ashkenazic Jews, as is evidenced by the extenssmonsa literature that discusseaccording to Halacha because the money is in tiaids in order to provide the
the Shtar Chatzi Zachar (summarized in the Pif€eshuva C.M. 281:8-13). Halachic heirs relief from the conditional debt]l’he document attesting to the

This technique raises a number of issueshelfdebt is made too large, the Shtaconditional debt is held in case the Halachic heli@llenge the Halachic validity of
may be challenged as an Asmachta (having a conditiich is known to have beenthe secular will. The document proving the cooditil debt will defeat this
made without the intent of fulfilling the obligatipsee Bava Metzia 66a, 73b andhallenge.

Nedarim 27b). This risk is remedied by insertindause stating that the debt was Rav Feivel Cohen (Kuntress Midor LeDor p. 2Ghe English section) requires
affected with a Kinyan (transaction) in a Beit Obhashuv, an esteemed Rabbinisteps be taken to render the secular will tampeofpaccording to Halachic
Court (Kuntress Midor LeDor pp.14-15 and Pitched€lien 8:175). This concept isstandards. None of the other American Poskim widtress this issue have such a
presented in Shulchan Aruch (C.M. 207:14-15) arglaémed at length in my Gray requirement. First, Poskim have debated for cexguars to whether the standards in
Matter (1:13-14). non-Jewish courts to render a document tamper-gn@fccepted by Halacha (see
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the two opinions cited in Rama C.M. 68:1 and ArdtaShulchan C.M. 68:6).
Second, the measures taken by American courtsuare extensive and might be
acceptable even according to the stricter opinsee Martin M. Shenkman's "Estate
Planning”, pp.102-103 for details regarding thesndards). Moreover, estate
planning attorney Martin M. Shenkman told me tt@nhs of the measures that Rav
Cohen advocates might render the document invalidil court. Indeed, Rav
Hershel Schachter told me that the precautionsaa@dorgery mandated by secular
law suffice by Halachic standards as well.

Should a Minor Portion of One's Estate be Dividedcakding to the Torah
Standards?

Pitchei Choshen (8:175 note 2) urges that mifsignt portion of one's estate be
designated to be distributed in accordance withafidraw (such as the Bechor
receiving a double portion and the daughters nativiang a portion if the testator
had sons). Rav Hershel Schachter presented asidgla in a Shiur he delivered at
Yeshiva University. On the other hand, both RawéteCohen and the Mechon
L'hoyroa make no mention of doing so. Rav Cohestevto me that in principle he
agrees with Rav Schachter and the Pitchei Choghetindit he is concerned that this
will cause bitter animosity in families. One mightiggest a compromise of
designating only a nominal amount, such as onesthl dollars, to be distributed
according to the Halacha in order to both recogtiiee Torah law in regards to
Yerushah and preserve family harmony.

Lifetime Gifts

Another manner in which to present daughtestseae in the inheritance is to make
a gift to one's daughters during one's lifetimdthdugh daughters do not inherit, a
person is perfectly permitted to present them witinetary gifts during his lifetime.
There are, however, two serious drawbacks to degngFirst, a host of personal and
practical problems are created. If substantidasgife made to the daughters while
the parents are alive, considerable resentmenttilersons may arise. Practically, it
is difficult to equalize lifetime gifts to the daltgr with testamentary bequests to the
sons on an after-tax basis. Secondly, Halachaynézes a gift as valid only if the
donor owned the money or property at the time heenthe gift. According to
Halacha, one cannot transfer title of somethingctvhie does not yet own or does not
yet exist (Ein Adam Makneh Davar SheLo Ba LaOlamijus, one can give to a
daughter only that which he already owns, as noyeithe Rama ( C.M. 281:7). Itis
therefore difficult to carry out equal distributida children using outright lifetime
gifts, and thus the modern variation of the Shtaat@ Zachar should be used.
Israeli Poskim advocate making gifts that will tadgféect an hour before death in
order to allow non-Halachic heirs to receive a ipartof the will (see Gesher
HaChaim 1:37-42 and Rav Shlomo Shaanan's essayedhumin 13:319-320).
This is not a suggested method for those residiriga United States because of tax
implications.

Conclusion

In our next issue we shall (IY"H and B"N) dissuwhy the Shtar Chatzi Zachar

and its contemporary variation do not violate thieitsof Halacha.
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